Introduction: It is particularly important that innovative learning modalities are utilized to augment medical students' learning about empathy in relation to older adult health care. As the older population increases and lives longer, their health care utilization is predicted to increase dramatically. Methods: 1st year osteopathic medical students (N=174) at the University of New England were required to complete the National Network of Libraries of Medicine (NN/LM) New England Region (NER) grant funded Embodied Labs' "We Are Alfred" Virtual Reality (VR) module (15 min) and a pre/post-test. The students assumed the role of Alfred, a 74 y/o African American male with macular degeneration and hearing loss. "We Are Alfred" utilizes a virtual reality headset, headphones, and a hand-tracking device to immerse students into Alfred's experiences as a patient. Descriptive statistics and t-tests were applied for data analyses. Results: Learning was broad and significant: 94% reported increased empathy; 92% reported increased learning about macular degeneration; and 90% reported increased learning about hearing loss. Qualitative data collected from the pre-tests and post-tests supported learning on empathy with 4 associated themes (Personal Experiences, Perceptions of Older Adults, Thoughts about Health, Descriptors of Aging).. Conclusion: Virtual reality was deemed a successful medical education learning tool for these medical students. Utilizing this technology to create an immersive case study taught these medical students about the aging experience from the first-person patient perspective.
IS GHANA READY FOR GERIATRICS? MEDICAL STUDENTS' INTEREST AND INTENTION TOWARD GERIATRIC SPECIALIZATION IN GHANA
Grace Karikari, 1 Lesa L. Huber, 1 and David K. Lohrmann 1 ,
Indiana University School of Public Health, Bloomington, Indiana, United States
Aging is a global phenomenon, and the population of elderly persons continues to increase in many communities around the world. Ghana is not an exception. As the demographics are changing, it is vital that health care providers are trained to effectively diagnose, care for, and manage agingrelated conditions to improve the quality of life of the elderly. The aim of this study is to explore the underlying reasons for medical students' interest in geriatrics and their intentions, likelihood of selecting geriatrics as a specialty for future practice. This exploratory study involved (n =12) fourth, fifth and sixth year medical students in a Ghanaian public university. Semi-structured interviews guided by the theory of planned behavior were conducted. The findings show a lack of geriatric education or training for students in this institution and region. Students' interest and preferences for geriatrics were mainly influenced by the lack of knowledge and exposure to the specialty, as well as what it entailed to be a geriatrician. Although some students expressed interest in working with older patients, none had the intention to pursue geriatrics as a career option. Creating positive exposure to geriatrics through educational and vocational opportunities are necessary. The findings from this study can be instrumental in developing a knowledge-base of aging and caring for the elderly. Findings can also serve as the foundation for a more comprehensive study, leading to effective geriatrics education interventions in Ghana and Africa at large.
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LATE-LIFE FINANCES AND ECONOMICS
COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS OF COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES AS A MEANS OF PROMOTING ACTIVE AGING IN GALILEE Shira Hantman 1 , 1. Tel Hai College, Upper galilee, Israel, Israel
Increase in life expectancy has benefits, but also costs from increased expenses related to morbidity and prevention. These costs may be reduced by adopting a healthier lifestyle. The goal of the study was to quantify the economic value of a variety of activities in which older adults partake: e.g. cultural, intellectual, physical and nutritional activities. Research questions: Are the monetary benefits of improved health different when measured on a subjective willingness-to-pay (WTP) approach or on an objective Cost-of-Illness (COI) approach? Is the monetary benefit of active aging larger than the cost associated in doing that? 300 older adults participating in various activities of the local senior center and a control group not participating filled out a life style survey. A choice modelling (CM) approach estimated a subjective monetary welfare and compared it to an objective measure of benefit associated with the occurrence of different health symptoms associated with more active aging. An association was found between the various activities explored and the objective and subjective perspective of health. Moreover, all older adult activities passed the cost benefit test albite the order was different between objective and subjective estimations. Nutrition related activities were found to be the most beneficial. Cultural activity ranked second objectively and subjectively. Intellectual activity ranked last objectively and physical activity ranked last subjectively. Participants will understand the need to provide optimal policy and efficient resource distribution between the various activities offered to older adults. This will result in better health lowering public health expenditures.
NAVIGATING FINANCIAL CONVERSATIONS ABOUT STUDENT LOAN DEBT AMONG OLDER BORROWERS AND THEIR FAMILIES
Samantha Brady, 1 Julie Miller, 1 Alexa Balmuth, 1 Lisa D'Ambrosio, 1 and Joseph Coughlin 1 , 1. MIT AgeLab, Cambridge, Massachusetts, United States Currently, approximately 44 million people in the United States carry the weight of over 1.4 trillion dollars of student loan debt. As the cost of education continues to rise, the decision of taking on student loans is increasingly a family decision rather than an individual one. While the majority of research focuses on younger borrowers, little research has been done to understand the experiences of parents and grandparents taking on student loans for a loved one. In order to financially and emotionally manage this burden, borrowers may benefit from support from their social networks, including family and friends. For many, navigating these difficult conversations presents a challenge of its own. This presentation will spotlight an MIT AgeLab mixed methods study about how student loan borrowers between the ages of 51 and 75 experience and manage their student loans within family systems and how these loans may impact family dynamics. Data Innovation in Aging, 2019, Vol. 3, No. S1 
